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6.1.0 Initial Evaluation and Actions of the IACUC Regarding Animal Welfare Concerns and 
Noncompliance 
 
Concerns may include situations or activities ranging from those in which animals are reported to be in 
immediate, actual or perceived jeopardy to those in which violations of the AWRs or institutional Animal 
Welfare Assurance are alleged to be occurring but animals are not in apparent danger. They may focus on 
allegations of past policy and procedure violations or protocol non-compliance. 
 
The course of action taken by the IACUC should be driven by the potential significance of the alleged 
situation. For example, conditions that reportedly jeopardize the health or well-being of animals should 
be evaluated immediately. To cope promptly with such situations, the Attending Veterinarian is 
authorized to halt procedures which they believe do not comply with institutional policies until the IACUC 
can be convened and consider the matter formally. Similarly, situations that may involve potential criminal 
activity or human safety should be reported promptly to the institution's law enforcement or occupational 
health and safety officials. Allegations of other ongoing policy or procedural matters may not require such 
same-day attention, but should not be deferred merely as a matter of convenience. Emergency meetings 
may be necessary in these cases to ensure prompt consideration of concerns. 
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